A CENTURY OF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING: TEACHERS FEDERATION
LIBRARY CENTENARY 2022

MARY SCHMIDT

Mary Schmidt guides us through the history of the Federation Library that this year celebrated its centenary.
She shares with us her knowledge of the items in the Treasures collection held by our library . . .

HISTORY OF THE TEACHERS FEDERATION LIBRARY

The Teachers Federation Library has a key role in
supporting the work of the union. It has an established
role in supporting the union’s campaigning on industrial
and equity issues; the professional learning of members,
and an emerging role in preserving the union’s cultural
and heritage artefacts (NSW Teachers Federation, 2008,
p. 51).

How the library was founded is a fascinating story and
involves generosity, the dedication of many, and
sustained support from the union and its members.

Origins of library 1890s

The foundation collection of the library belonged to a
school inspector with the NSW Department of Public
Instruction, David Cooper. For more than a decade
(1890-1901) he was a district inspector in Goulburn.
(“Tragic Death of Mr. D.J. Cooper, M.A.,” 1909). Library
folklore, handed down over the last century, is that he
travelled by horse and buggy visiting schools in the
Goulburn district and always had some volumes from
his personal collection of literature, history and
professional learning resources to lend to isolated
teachers.

David John Cooper

1848-1909, the
founder  of  the
Cooper Library.
Australian Town and
Country Journal
Wednesday 17
November 1909, p.
53.
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David Cooper died suddenly while giving a speech at
Fort Street School on November 12, 1909. He was 61
years of age (“Obituary: Sudden Death,” 1909).

David John Cooper was very highly regarded. At the
unveiling of a monument to his memory at Waverley
Cemetery on 12 November 1910, exactly one year after
his death, the Under-Secretary for Education Mr. Peter
Board, praised the late Principal Senior Inspector’s
achievements, particularly his organization of the
technical education system in NSW and the founding of
the teachers’ library (“The Late Mr. D. J. Cooper,” 1910).

The Teachers Federation acquires Cooper Library

In May 1910, the Public School Teachers’ Association of
New South Wales accepted the offer of the Cooper
collection, from the Western and North-western
Inspectorial Associations, on condition that the library
be called “The Cooper Library” (“A Teachers’ Library,”
1910; “Teachers Association,” 1910).

The Public School Teachers’ Association of NSW was a
founding Association of the New South Wales Public
School Teachers’ Federation (Mitchell, 1975, p. 45).
When the Teachers Federation was formed in 1918, the
collection was transferred to the Federation.
Consideration was given to the “installation of the
Cooper Library, already the Federation property”, at a
meeting of the Teachers’ Institute Sub-Committee in
September 1920 (Berman, 1920, p. 296).

At the time of the Sub-committee’s deliberations in
1920, the Cooper Library was at Sydney Girls’ High
School. The library was open on Friday evenings for
books to be borrowed (“The Cooper Library,” 1910) but
in 1921, when that school relocated from the Castlereagh
Street premises, to its current location in Moore Park
“the Committee directed the removal of the Cooper
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Library therefrom to the Federation Office” (“Teachers’
Institute Committee: Report to Council,” 1921, p. 15).

Official opening 1922

The Cooper Library, as the Teachers Federation Library
was originally known, was officially opened on the 24
February 1922 at the Federation rooms (‘A Pleasant
Evening at the Cooper Library,” 1922),

12 O’Connell Street, Sydney (“Cooper Library,” 1922).

At the official opening, the chairman of the Library
Committee, Mr. P. Bennett, presided in the unavoidable
absence of Mr. Dash, the President. There were many
distinguished guests. The Assistant Under-Secretary for
Education Mr. Smith promoted the virtues of books and
bookmen and pointed out that it was not sufficient for
a good library to have books on the shelves to be
looked at, they must be “well thumbed.” Mr. Inspector
Finney echoed this sentiment stating that books “were
nothing to him, but valuable only where they brought
out and improved the mind and character of the
individual who read them.” (“A Pleasant Evening at the
Cooper Library”, 1922, p. 8).

To add to the festivities, Fisher Library at the University
of Sydney, loaned a number of exhibits, including
facsimiles of the Book of Kells and the ancient Egyptian
Book of the Dead.

The late Mr Cooper was represented by two of his sons
and a daughter, the last of whom declared the Library
open (“A Pleasant Evening at the Cooper Library”, 1922,

p. 8).
Growth of the library

The collection of the Cooper Library transferred to the
Teachers Federation numbered some 300 volumes
(Taylor, 1922). The first accession register lists the titles
transferred, principally, history, English literature,
philosophy and education texts (M.S.W.P.S.T.F. Cooper
Library Accession Book: 1 - 10,000, n.d.).

The union applied considerable resources to get the
books of the Cooper Library into the hands of teachers.
From the beginning there were regular features in
Education: The Official Organ of the New South Wales
Public School Teachers’ Federation listing the books and
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journals available from the library. The July and August
1922 issues published a list of the library’s holdings
(“Author List of Books in the Cooper Library”, 1922, July
15; August 15).

The Cooper Library rules and regulations for 1922
included provision for a postal service. Federation paid
the outwards postage, with the return postage paid by
the borrower. The loan period was 14 days for city-
based members. Country members could request an
additional 14 days. There was a fine of one penny a day
for each day a book was overdue (Bennett, 1922).

In August 1931, the Federation’s Executive made a
special grant of £100 to build up a collection of
Australiana. The collection numbered 6,000 volumes
(Hancock, 1931). The move to O’Brien House, Young
Street, Sydney, about October 1931, benefited the
library, with new shelving and extras such as a clock
and a carpet (Hastings, 1968).

In 1933, the Federation published a printed catalogue
of the books and journals held by the library (Taylor,
1933) some 7,000 titles. Members could purchase this
catalogue for 2 shillings at the counter (“Library
Catalogue,” 1934).

“Federation has been forced to move five times owing
to the growing pains of the Cooper Library,” claimed
General Secretary Bill Hendry at the 1935 Annual
Conference. The library had 8,420 books, (“Observations,”
1936, p. 102) having grown from 675 books in June 1922
(“Cooper Library: Report,” 1923).

Cooper Library catalogue, 1933
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In 1936 the Commonwealth Savings Bank of Australia
made a gift of £100 worth of books in recognition of
teachers’ services with school banking. This support
continued for many years, well into the 1970s (“Gift to
Cooper Library,” 1936). In 1968 a special grant of
$2,000.00 was made by the Bank to commemorate the
Federation’s move to Sussex Street (Hastings, 1968). In
later years, the books purchased with these funds had
an elaborate book plate.

Commonwea/th_Sav/ngs Bank of Australia bookplate

1938 marked the completion of the Federation’s own
building in Phillip Street, Sydney (“NSW Public School
Teachers’ Federation,”1938, p. 7). The library was located
at the rear portion of the 7th floor (“Federation House,”
1939).

Folklore handed down by former library staff, is that in
the Phillip Street building, there were separate reading
rooms for men and women. Early plans for a Teachers
Building published in Education in September 1920,
includes “as an irreducible minimum by way of
conveniences, a Reading Room and Library; a common
room for women members with retiring room; a smoke
room extended into a billiard room with retiring room”
(presumably for men), which lends substance to this
(Berman, 1920, p. 296).

At the New South Wales Public School Teachers’
Federation Annual Conference, held in December 1940,
Miss Bocking of the Girls’ Mistresses Association, moved,
and it was agreed to, that the name of the library be
changed to Teachers’ Federation Library (“General
Business,” 1941, p. 94), in recognition of its growth from
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small beginnings to become a significant part of the
Federation’s activities (Hastings, 1968).

The Teachers Federation moved to 300 Sussex Street,
Sydney in 1967, with a spacious library on the 2nd floor
(NSW Teachers’ Federation, 1967, p. 4). The library
occupied two-thirds of the second floor, adjacent to a
lounge and reading room area. The photographer Max
Dupain photographed the occasion (“Federation House,”
1967).
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The New Library, photo by Max Dupain. Education:
journal of the New South Wales Teachers’ Federation,
48(20) 29 November 1967, page 167.

In the thirty years before the Federation’s move to
Sussex Street, the library’s book stock increased to over
23,000 volumes, writes Valmai Hastings, Librarian
(Hastings, 1968).

From the 1970s through to the mid-1980s the Promotion
Reading List, advertised in the library column of the
Federation’s journal, Education, and prepared by the
library, was sought after by members. This publication
listed texts which would assist members preparing for
assessment for promotion.

In the 1960s and 1970s through its postal service, and
by acquiring relevant texts, the library supported
members who were upgrading their teaching
qualifications, by studying externally at university.
(“Federation Library,” 1979).

From the mid-1970s, the focus of the library gradually
expanded to include support for the industrial and
campaigning work of the union, as well as professional
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learning for members (Schmidt & Stanish, 2001,
Fitzgerald, 2011, pp. 196-197; Doran, 2019, p. 280).

The NSWTF headquarters moved to Mary Street, Surry
Hills in December 1998 (NSW Teachers Federation, 1999,
p. 11) and the library’s location in close proximity to the
Federation’s Centre for Professional Learning assists the
library in understanding member’s professional learning
needs and in delivering relevant services.

The library in 2022 has a stock of 14,500 physical items,
mostly books (NSW Teachers Federation, 2022, p. 65).

NOTABLE LIBRARIANS

Several prominent librarians have held the position of
Librarian at the NSW Teachers Federation. The position
was hotly contested from the very start. Among the
librarians are:

A. Vernon Taylor, Librarian 1921-1933; 1935-1941

The Executive chose Mr. A. Vernon Taylor from Fisher
Library, at the University of Sydney, as the first Librarian.
Vernon Taylor was born on the Isle of Man and served
as a Private in the A.L.F. in France during the First World
War from 1916-1918. Under the A.l.F. Education Scheme,
he attended a course in cataloguing at the Central
Public Library, Portsmouth, prior to demobilisation. He
was employed as a Librarian at Fisher Library, University
of Sydney from 1920-1939 (University of Sydney, 2021).
When the part-time appointment was announced at
Council on 5 November 1921, some members opposed
the appointment of an outsider (“Council Meeting,”
1921a, p. 18). The Assistants’ Association was
disappointed that Mr. H.J. Munro, who had managed
the collection in an honorary capacity for 8 years was
overlooked by an applicant who was neither a
Federation member nor a teacher (S.E.H., 1921).

At the Council meeting of 3 December 1921, Mr.
Bendeich, of the Assistants’ Association moved “that
the appointment be reviewed, a month’s notice given,
and fresh applications be called.” Following a “heated
discussion” the motion was lost after the President, Mr.
Dash, stated that Council had authorised the Library
Committee to make the appointment (“Council Meeting,”
1921b, p. 27).
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The annual salary was £52, and initially Mr Taylor was
required to attend each Friday from 7.30 pm until 9 pm
and to undertake other duties as directed (“New South
Wales Public School Teachers’ Federation,” 1921). By
1929, the Assistant Librarian, Miss Synnott attended all
day until 5pm, and Mr Taylor, who was also employed at
Fisher Library at the University of Sydney, attended the
Cooper Library at 42 Bridge Street, every evening until 9
pm and on every Saturday morning (Acorn, 1929, p.
243).

But Librarian Taylor’s troubles were not over.

In 1933 Mr Taylor was given notice that his engagement
with the Federation would be terminated (“N.S.W.P.S.
Teachers’ Federation,” 1933, p. 36).

There were protests from the Isolated Teachers’
Association, the Assistants’ Association, the Cookery
Teachers’” Association, the Infants’ Mistresses
Association, and the Women Assistant Teachers’
Association, to no avail. The General Secretary advised
that the termination of Mr. Taylor’s engagement had
been carefully considered by the Executive and Council
and was part of the reorganisation of the Federation
office. (“N.SW.P.S. Teachers’ Federation,” 1933, p. 39).

Wilma Radford (1912-2005), Librarian 1933-1935

From 56 applicants, the Executive and the President of
the Library Committee chose Miss Wilma Radford, 21
years of age (a former university lecturer of mine) as the
next Librarian at an annual salary of £200. She was
employed from September 1933 (“N.SW.P.S. Teachers’
Federation,” 1933, p. 36), and her resignation was
accepted by the Council in April 1935 (“N.S.W. Teachers’
Federation: Council Meeting,” 1935, p. 227).

Miss Radford had a distinguished career. One of her
many achievements was in 1968 when she was
appointed Professor of Librarianship at the University of
NSW, the first chair of librarianship in Australia (Jones &
Radford, 2005).

Miss Wallace, the assistant librarian managed the library
until Mr. Taylor’s reappointment (“Minutes of Executive
Meeting,” 1935, p. 323). At the May 1935 Council meeting,
it was moved by Mr. Murray, seconded by Miss Rose,
and carried by 34 votes to 13 that the matter be referred
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back to Executive (who had endorsed the employment
of another librarian), with a recommendation that Mr.
Taylor be appointed (“Minutes of Adjourned Council
Meeting,” 1935).

Librarian A. Vernon Taylor retired on 30 June 1941, (New
South Wales Teachers’ Federation,1941) and a great
debt is owed to him for his organisation of, and
dedication to, the library.

Eric Richard (Dick) Edwards, Librarian 1941-1945

In 1937 the position of Assistant Librarian was
advertised. The position was open only to male
applicants 17-25 years of age. (“Positions Vacant,” 1937).
Mr. Eric Richard (Dick) Edwards was appointed. (“Minutes
of Council Meeting,” 1937, p. 432). From the pages of the
Federation’s journal, Education, in which he is referred
to as the Librarian from October 1941, it is apparent
that he succeeded Mr. Taylor. He relinquished the
Librarian position in October 1945, to setup in business
(NSW Public School Teachers’ Federation, 1945, p. 20).

With a friend, Rod Shaw, he established, while still at
the Federation, Barn on the Hill Press in 1939. This was
re-named Edwards & Shaw in 1945. Both a printery and
publisher, Edwards & Shaw’s customers included
publishers, universities, architects, designers, artists, art
galleries, the NSW Teachers’ Federation, and the NSW
Teachers’ Federation Health Society (Stein, 1996). In
1994, Dick Edwards was awarded the Medal of the Order
of Australia for services to the Australian printing and
publishing industry.

Dorothy Peake, Librarian 1954-1956

In the succeeding years a number of librarians were
appointed, including Miss Dorothy Peake, who judging
by the pages of Education, held the position for two
years 1954-1956. Like Wilma Radford, she later became
a prominent figure in Australian librarianship, becoming
the foundation University Librarian of the University of
Technology, Sydney (UTS) and a pioneer in implementing
automated systems and electronic networking of
Australian Libraries (Maguire & Schmidmaier, 2015).

Editor’s note: You will notice, at the end of this article,
that Mary makes only a one sentence comment about
her time as Federation Librarian. This is not enough
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acknowledgement for someone who has dedicated over
forty years’ service to the Federation Library.

Hence the addendum below (written by Graeme Smart,
Federation’s Deputy Librarian):

Mary Schmidt, Librarian 1975-present

Mary completed her Graduate Diploma in Librarianship
at the University of NSW in 1973. After relatively short
spells at the UNSW Law Library and Sydney Teachers
College, she became Federation Librarian in 1975,
succeeding Miss Valmai Hastings. Unbeknownst to her
at the time, she already had a connection with the
library; one of her lecturers in 1973 had been Professor
Wilma Radford, the Federation Librarian 40 years earlier,
between 1933 and 1935.

Library staff numbers have varied over the years, but in
Mary’s early years, she was supported by a library
technician and two library assistants; since 2015, the
staff has comprised a Librarian (Mary) and a Deputy
Librarian. From the mid-1980s, when her children were
born, until 1999, Mary job-shared the Librarian position,
after which she resumed the role full time.

Mary’s time at the Federation has coincided with the
emergence of computer technology, which has
transformed the storage and dissemination of
information. Reflecting this change, the library has
shifted its focus, becoming an information and research
service in addition to performing its traditional role as a
lender of books (NSW Teachers Federation, 1993, p. 77).

Mary has responded to the rapidity of change in the
provision of library services in the twenty-first century
with indefatigable enthusiasm and thoughtfulness. She
is always looking to improve the relevance and quality
of the library collection and ensuring that the
information needs of Federation Officers, members and
staff are met in a timely and appropriate fashion. At the
same time, she has never lost sight of the importance
of the union’s history and has overseen the preservation
of a great variety of artefacts (banners, posters,
photographs, documents, etc). But these are not hidden
away; many are digitised and can be viewed on the
library catalogue, and some are always on display in the
library. Their accessibility ensures that the union’s
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history lives.

Although Mary would be the first to observe that the
librarians, like the Federation itself, work in union, it
cannot be denied that her own contribution to the
Teachers Federation Library has been immeasurable -
truly, a notable librarian.

OTHER TEACHER UNION LIBRARIES

Teacher union
Australian states.

libraries were established in other

1922 NSW Teachers Federation

It appears that the Cooper Library in 1922 was the first
teacher union library established in Australia. If NSW
was not the first, it was certainly a leader.

1924 State School Teachers’ Union (Tasmania)

The Daily Telegraph (Launceston) on 31.10.1924,
reported that at a meeting of the Executive of the State
School Teachers Union, “It was decided to institute a
circulating library which would be available to members
throughout the state” (“School Teachers’ Union,” 1924).

1929 South Australian Public Teachers’ Union

The Advertiser reported on 23 August 1929 that the
“South Australian Public Teachers” Union has established
a fine library” and there are 500 volumes on the shelves
(“Teachers’ Union Library,” 1929).

1938 Queensland Teachers’ Union

The Queensland Teachers’” Union officially opened its
library on 1 July 1938.

Two officers from the Queensland Teachers’ Union
visited the Teachers’ Federation Cooper Library in 1934
to assess its suitability as a model for a library for
Queensland teachers. Their initial report back to the
Queensland Teachers Union was that it was too
expensive, particularly the postal service, but eventually
in 1938 the Queensland Teachers Union did establish a
library for members, which included a postal service
(Spaull & Sullivan, 1989, p. 206).
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To commemorate the Federation Library’s centenary in
February this year, a special Friday Forum, Treasures,
was held (on Friday, 18 February 2022 at Teachers
Federation House) in order to display many of the
Federation’s precious cultural and heritage artefacts.
Volunteer guides, drawn from Federation Officers and
staff, assisted visitors to find their way and with
interpreting the heritage artefacts.

A growth area of the library’s work is the conservation,
preservation and celebration of the union’s cultural and
heritage artefacts. There are now nearly 600 Treasures,
including badges, banners, medals, pictures, posters,
objects and sculptures in the library’s Artworks
Collection.

Images of the Treasures may be viewed on the library
catalogue, by selecting the Artworks button on the main
menu. https:/library.nswtf.org.au/libero/WebOpac.cls

Historic posters

The library has a collection of over 300 posters in the
Artworks Collection, stored archivally in plan cabinets.
As display is inherently damaging to fragile originals,
fine art reproductions, made from digitised originals,
are provided for display throughout Federation House at
Mary Street, Surry Hills, and in regional offices.

N PIBLIG ERECATIAN
BIMANDS FERELAL ANANSE

Heritage poster, Progress
in  public education
demands federal
finance. Sydney: NSWTF,
1965. Printed by Edwards
and Shaw.
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Historic banners

The library has a collection of over 30 historic NSW
Teachers Federation banners. Rolled storage, on archival
cylinders, is used to protect the larger banners. Smaller
banners are stored flat in plan cabinets.
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Cookery Teachers bannerette.

For the NSW Teachers Federation centenary in 2018, 14
bannerettes, made of silk, were created to highlight the
historic sectional Associations, that once comprised the
Federation.

The NSW Public School Cookery Teachers Association,
which predated the Federation, being founded in 1912,
was very active. The Association produced several
successful cookery and domestic science books for
pupils in public schools and assisted with raising funds
for the war effort, Red Cross and other charitable
institutions. The teachers involved also provided food
for invalids during the 1919 influenza pandemic (“N.S.W.
Public School Cookery Teachers’ Association,” 1919).

Historic volumes

The library has many historic volumes, and still has
books from the original Cooper collection (N.S.W.PS.TF.
Cooper Library Accession Book: 1-10,000, n.d.). Many of
the older books are quite worn and were rebound to
extend their life, which lessens their value in dollar
terms and their intrinsic value as artefacts. However, the
founders of the library could take satisfaction in that the
books that were in their care are ‘well thumbed’ as they
intended.

The first book listed in the library’s accession register
from the Cooper collection is a Primer of logic, by Emily
Elizabeth Constance Jones, published London, 1905.
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The early librarians were thorough in their record
keeping and this book is noted as missing in 1940, and
not seen since.

Helen Keller

However, the second book accessioned, The story of my
life, by Helen Keller, published London, 1906, is still part
of the library collection. Born in Alabama in the United
States of America, Helen Keller was deaf, blind and mute
at an early age and overcame these adversities to
become a special educator and authored a number of
works. This book includes several quality black and
white plates, photographs of her as a child, and later
with Alexander Graham Bell and Mark Twain. The stamp
of the Cooper Library is on the title page and the volume
is notated ‘No. 2” inside the front cover (Keller, 1906).
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Frontispiece portrait of Miss Keller and her teacher 1895.
Maria Montessori

The library is fortunate to have several texts from the
early 20th century by, and about, the work of Maria
Montessori, a pioneer in the development of early
childhood education. Her reforms are still instructive
today and sought by Federation members. The
Montessori principles and practice: A book for parents
and teachers by E. P. Culverwell, 2nd edition, published
London, in 1914, has many charming black and white
plates featuring children, with captions such as “Putting
the chair down quietly” (Culverwell, 1914, p. 225).10.
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Sir Henry Parkes

Of all the historic volumes held by the library one of the
most appreciated is Fifty years in the making of Australian
history by Sir Henry Parkes, five times Premier of NSW
between 1872 and 1891. The book was published in
London by Longmans, Green in 1892 (Parkes, 1892).

This book is significant as it contains The Tenterfield
Oration, seen as the first appeal to the public rather
than politicians for a federation of Australian states.

Frontispiece portrait of Sir Henry Parkes.
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Also in this book, Henry Parkes outlines the struggles to
achieve the passing of the Public Instruction Act of 1880
through the NSW Parliament, an Act which established
the Department of Public Instruction, and made for
compulsory education for children 6-14 years.

Researchers and historians are aided by having an
eBook version freely available from the University of
Sydney' minus the portraits, and a digital facsimile, with
portraits, from the National Library of Australia® but
there is something compelling and inspirational in
having the original text.

All of these texts are available for viewing in the library.
TROVE partnership

The library works to preserve the union’s cultural
heritage through the TROVE partnership with the
National Library of Australia. In 2017, with the assistance
of the State Library of NSW, the library commenced
digitisation of the Federation’s publication, Education,
which has been in publication since 1919. The archive
from 1919 - 2019 is available on TROVE, the National
Library of Australia’s platform for digital resources. This
preserves this unique and fragile resource, brings it to
an international audience, and makes accessible the
rich history contained within its pages (Education,
1919-).

Dash Archive

In 2019, five grandsons and one great-great-grandson of
Ebenezer Dash, the Federation’s second President,
donated a collection of photographs, illuminated
addresses, letters, scrap books and other items that
belonged to Ebenezer Dash. These items which date
from 1892, are on permanent display in the Dash Archive
in the library (Coomber, 2019).

llluminated address presented to Ebenezer Dash by NSW
Public School Teachers Federation 1925
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Queen Elizabeth Il Silver Jubilee Medal

In 2013, Susie Preston, the daughter of the Federation’s
former President, Dr Eric Pearson, donated her father’s
Queen Elizabeth I Silver Jubilee Medal, awarded
(posthumously) to Dr. Eric Pearson, in 1977, for service
to the trade union movement. (Queen Elizabeth Il Silver
Jubilee Medal, 1977)

Queen Elizabeth Il jubilee medal

Federation members and members of the general public
have shown trust in the Federation and the library to
care for and appreciate their precious artefacts. Perhaps
it’s not just the artefacts that comprise the Treasure, but
also the trust transferred with them.

My thanks to Mr. Graeme Smart, the Federation’s Deputy
Librarian, for extensive research support.

1 Parkes, H. (1892). Fifty years in the making of Australian
history. Sydney: University of Sydney Library, Scholarly
Electronic Text and Image Service, 2000. Digital edition.
https://setis.library.usyd.edu.au/ozlit/pdf/fed0024.pdf

2 Parkes, H. (1892). Fifty years in the making of Australian
history. Longman Green. National Library of Australia
digitised item. Facsimile edition. https:/nla.gov.au/nla.
obj-3578896/view?partld=nla.obj-4109097#page/n58

mode/1up

Find out more about the Cooper Library and the
Teachers Federation Library in the library’s catalogue
https://library.nswtf.org.au/libero/WebOpac.cls
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