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English teaching has always been a physical construct 
for me. As someone who has spent twenty years in class-
rooms, my love of movement has manifested in colour-
ful whiteboard notes, paper puzzle activities and gallery 
walks. I spent many an evening clipping resources in 
front of the TV ready for my senior class in the morning. 
I also spent many post-lessons trying to wrangle tiny 
pieces of paper and post-it notes filled with student 
inspiration that could be shared, refined and expanded 
upon in future lessons. 
However, a movement into Aurora College two months 
before the first pandemic lockdown forced me to 
reconsider English pedagogy. I teach students entirely 
online. How can I get movement of thinking and agility 
of response into my classroom?
This article seeks to share the wonderful possibilities of 
digital pedagogies for teaching senior students. 
Through the use of:
• OneNote- a digital note keeping program that allows

students to make notes and keep handouts in a
digital cloud environment.

• JamBoard- a cloud-based collaboration tool that
collates student responses to stimulus questions or
prompts.

• Mentimetre- an online survey tool that utilises
student responses to develop word clouds, charts or
ratings.

• Flipgrid- an online video recording environment that
can be curated and managed entirely by the teacher

They’re not complex software solutions that require 
hours of training or tricky concepts to communicate. But 
what they can offer are ways for students to collaborate, 
in a meaningful way, that records their initial ideas and 
reveals a progression that allows students to reflect per-
sonally on how their learning is being refined. 
My suggestion is to bring one of these tools into your 
toolkit once a term in a way that is simple and easily 

 




































HOW WE MOVE THROUGH OUR (DIGITAL)  CLASSROOMS- 
DEVELOPING AN ENGAGING DIGITAL  PEDAGOGY
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Marnie Etheridge shares the possibilities of digital pedagogies for teaching English to senior students. . .

https://blog.aare.edu.au/how-digital-technologies-can-change-teaching-practices-in-a-good-way/
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ONENOTE 

This is a recording notebook software that is part of the 
Microsoft Office suite of programs. Most schools that 
have Microsoft Office 365 for staff and students have 
OneNote available to them as part of that suite of tools. 
OneNote provides students with a digital repository 
that allows for individual, class level and faculty-based 
resourcing. In each OneNote created for a class through 
One Drive, teachers can set up class notebooks for each 
of their students, create resources pages quickly and 
efficiently, and distribute these electronically. Teachers 
can also watch students work in real time through the 
‘Review Student Work’ feature.
 I can create “handouts” that students can type or draw 
in, that includes links, images, videos, audio recordings 
and drawings. I can record feedback to students either 
by writing, typing or recording audio files. Once I have 
created these resources and saved them automatically in 
my Teacher Section, the “book” becomes a textbook for 
me to refine and reuse for my next class through a simple 
Move/Copy function. 

The Move/Copy function has become important for the 
faculty at Aurora College- staff simply and quickly share 
One Note sections for programs that have worked suc-
cessfully with other teachers, who are then able to adapt 
these for their own classrooms.
But this is just a tool for resource sharing- how to use 
it in pedagogically engaging ways?  The Collaboration 
Space in OneNote is a fun place for students to collabo-
rate over conceptual ideas. Gone are the days where you 
could drag out a crusty old pile of magazines and while 
away a double period on a Friday cutting out pictures of 
people to paste together in a collage. Students can snip 
and paste images they have found quickly into the same 
document with everyone else. The pasted images can 
also be tracked through the “Hide authors” button, which 
records the initials of students who are pasting images 
that are off track. When students’ initials appear in the 

page, teachers are able to keep track of which students 
are (or are not) contributing to the work, much like the 
‘Track changes’ function in Microsoft Word.

Students can see each others’ ideas, and this often 
sparks them into more creative and inspired ways of 
thinking about concepts. OneNote allows the teacher 
to watch student responses develop in real time. I have 
used it to monitor student drafting processes, com-
menting on, and annotating, student writing in real time 
to keep students tracking in the right direction.

I love using OneNote and have been using it for 
note-taking during my Masters lectures that run through 
Zoom- it is a great way to take down thoughts quickly, 
especially if I need to respond to reflection questions or 
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MENTIMETRE

Quick polling is sometimes a way to garner student 
opinion and spark an interesting conversation- Men-
timetre is a quick, visually pleasing way to do this. By 
asking students to respond to a stimulus or a question, 
you can quickly collate responses and evaluate the 
quality of these, enhancing conversation, and perhaps 
encouraging students who normally wouldn’t contribute 
to respond. The polls use a slide format, and allow for 
chart, post or word cloud display of results in real time. 
Mentimetre does require a subscription which can be in-
dividual or school based. Aurora College uses Mentime-
tre to garner staff feedback and understanding during 
professional learning sessions and our teachers have 
also used it during HSC Study Day sessions for students 
across the state. Mentimetre is easy to use with a laptop 
and you can find training and more information below.
https://www.mentimeter.com/ 

FLIPGRID

In this world of TikTok reels, video communication is 
king. Flipgrid is a video recording software, from the 
Microsoft corporation, that I have used previously to 
record student speeches and responses to text. Stu-
dents record the speech using Flipgrid (with or without 
the filters and stickers, a feature that can be switched on 
and off by the teacher) it hen is available for the teacher 
to watch and mark at their leisure. The task I devel-
oped, using this tool, was a poetry response task where 
students were required to record their own speech and 
respond to two other speeches from the class. 

This peer feedback component was easily completed 
by students either in class or at home. Students were 
encouraged to think critically about the speeches they 
watched. The ability to record their feedback quickly, in 
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https://jamboard.google.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com/
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